
BREAKING: Apostolic Nuncio Alerts U.S. Bishops to Upcoming
Consecration of Russia and Ukraine, Says Pope Francis “Intends to

Invite” Them to Join
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In a letter dated March 17 and addressed to USCCB President Archbishop José H. Gomez of
Los Angeles, Archbishop Christophe Pierre, current Apostolic Nuncio to the United States,
provides formal notice about the upcoming papal consecration of Russia and Ukraine and
asks Archbishop Gomez “to inform the members of the USCCB and, through them, the
priests of the various dioceses and eparchies of the country….”

“In the context of the tragic events unfolding in Ukraine,” writes Archbishop Pierre, “the
Holy Father, Pope Francis will lead an Act of Consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary on the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25th next.”

The Nuncio goes on: “The Holy Father intends to invite each Bishop, or equivalent in law,
together with his priests, to join in this act of consecration, if possible, at an hour
corresponding to 5pm Rome time. In the coming days, the Holy Father will address a letter
of invitation to the Bishops, enclosing the text of the Prayer of Consecration in the various
languages. I write now, asking you to inform the members of the USCCB and, through them,
the priests of the various dioceses and eparchies of the country, about the Holy Father’s
invitation.”

“The same information,” Archbishop Pierre explains, “will be shared with the federal
authorities in Washington, D.C. and with the Diplomatic Corps of this capital. An invitation
is being extended to the members of the same Corps to attend a Mass offered by Cardinal
Wilton Gregory, Archbishop of Washington, at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception at 12 noon on Friday, March 25th next.”

Archbishop Pierre’s letter is attached to an official memorandum from from USCCB General
Secretary Fr. Michael J.K. Fuller which states:

Your Eminence / Your Excellency,

I am pleased to share the attached copy of a letter from His Excellency Most
Reverend Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio, regarding the Act of Consecration
of Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on the Feast of the
Annunciation, March 25th.

While this “invitation” from Pope Francis to the bishops is obviously not the same as an
“order”, which is what Our Lady specified, it is nonetheless a positive sign. Let us keep
praying and fasting for the consecration to be done according to Heaven’s specific
conditions!
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Full text of the USCCB memorandum and letter from the Apostolic Nuncio available here.
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