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Where I live in northern Colorado, we were in the midst of a nasty March storm yesterday,
which began as freezing rain and escalated into blizzard conditions with wind gusts of
around 50 mph.

For some reason, the storm made me think of the rather humorous “holiday” celebrated
here in America every February 2 (which, liturgically, is Candlemas): Groundhog Day, the
day on which the legendary Punxsutawney Phil (an actual groundhog) is “awakened from his
burrow” (man-made, climate-controlled habitat) in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania and is said
to predict either the coming of an early spring or six more weeks of winter, all based on
whether or not he sees his shadow. Apparently, this year Phil predicted an early spring:

Needless to say, I don’t consider Punxsutawney Phil to be an accurate source of weather
forecasting, but one phrase associated with Groundhog Day did seem quite apropos as I
listened to the frigid wind howl outside: six more weeks of winter. And the weather outside
matched perfectly the tone of another phrase which came to mind: six long years of Francis.

Enduring a Long Winter
Yesterday, March 13, 2019, was the sixth anniversary of the election of Jorge Mario
Cardinal Bergoglio as the Roman Pontiff — the Successor of St. Peter and Vicar of Christ on
earth. Vatican News even produced a feel-good promo video for the occasion:

In the words of Canon Law,

“The bishop of the Roman Church, in whom continues the office given by the
Lord uniquely to Peter, the first of the Apostles, and to be transmitted to his
successors, is the head of the college of bishops, the Vicar of Christ, and the
pastor of the universal Church on earth. By virtue of his office he possesses
supreme, full, immediate, and universal ordinary power in the Church, which he
is always able to exercise freely.” (can. 331)

Pope Francis has certainly exercised his authority quite freely, albeit mostly to spread

https://www.juzaphoto.com/galleria.php?l=en&t=2908666
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03245b.htm
http://www.groundhog.org/legend-and-lore
http://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/eng/documents/cic_lib2-cann330-367_en.html
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confusion and error, and like the Energizer Bunny, he seems to keep “going, and going, and
going…” Just in the past nine months or so, he has:

Released a full-length propaganda film about himself (May 2018);

Denied the legitimacy of capital punishment (Aug. 2018);

Held a rigged youth synod in Rome (Oct. 2018);

Thwarted the plans of the USCCB general assembly (Nov. 2018);

Headlined another scandalous World Youth Day (Jan. 2019);

Signed a heterodox document “On Human Fraternity” with a Muslim leader (Feb.
2019); and

Presided over a sham summit on the “Protection of Minors in the Church” which
refused to address the sodomitical elephant in the room (Feb. 2019).

He also found time to greet Katy Perry in person (Apr. 2018) and receive U2’s Bono in
private audience (Sept. 2018). And yet, he cannot manage to meet with Cardinals Burke and
Brandmüller (both of whom reside in the Vatican) to discuss their dubia (“doubts”)
concerning Amoris Laetitia, nor will he answer Archbishop Viganò’s testimony concerning
his role in covering up the crimes of now-Mr. Theodore McCarrick.

This list is by no means exhaustive, but it suffices to demonstrate that even after six long
years, the 82-year-old Pontiff isn’t showing signs of slowing down his relentless agenda —
far from it, in fact, as the next exercise in “synodality” is already scheduled for October of
this year. And, honestly, even if his disastrous pontificate were to end tomorrow, the
prospects of getting a decent successor are, humanly speaking, abysmal. Earlier this week,
for example, the well-known Italian journalist Antonio Socci tweeted that Cardinals Pietro
Parolin and Luis Antonio Tagle are supposedly among the “favorites” for the next conclave
— in other words, the Bilderberg Cardinal who orchestrated Francis’ Chinese Ostpolitik, or
a Sesame Street-esque prelate, could very well be the next Pope. Six more weeks of winter,

https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/06/02/a-man-of-his-wordbut-his-word-is-the-problem/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/08/03/2018-8-2-capital-punishment-now-inadmissible-francis-pushes-heresy-envelope-even-further/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/11/05/another-rigged-synod-chronicles-from-rome/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/11/19/the-passion-of-the-church-reflections-on-the-usccb-fall-meeting/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2019/02/01/wyd-panama-and-francis-another-catalog-of-troubling-statements/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2019/02/08/bishop-schneider-offers-clarity-following-dubious-human-fraternity-text/
https://fatima.org/news-views/fatima-perspectives-1280/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2019/02/20/vatican-summit-falls-on-st-peter-damians-feast-coincidence-or-providence/
https://aleteia.org/2018/04/28/katy-perry-meets-pope-francis-at-vaticans-unite-to-cure-conference/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/pope-francis-meets-bono-44083
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/edward-pentin/full-text-and-explanatory-notes-of-cardinals-questions-on-amoris-laetitia
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/pope-i-will-not-say-a-single-word-about-allegations-of-mccarrick-cover-up
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/08/27/dies-irae-day-of-reckoning-for-false-shepherds/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-02/pope-francis-repam-pan-amazonia-synod-indigenous.html
https://twitter.com/AntonioSocci1/status/1105476136077836291
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/06/09/2018-6-9-top-vatican-cardinal-to-join-elite-globalists-in-secretive-bilderberg-meeting/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/03/02/errors-of-russia-alive-and-well-in-beijing-and-rome-and-moscow/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2018/03/02/errors-of-russia-alive-and-well-in-beijing-and-rome-and-moscow/
https://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/articles/item/4165-a-sesame-street-pope-successor-to-francis
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indeed!

Hastening a True Springtime
As this pontificate — and the decades-long crisis it represents — continues to drag on and
on, it’s important for us to reflect on (1) the spiritual meaning of our present circumstances
and (2) how we can outlast this “long winter” with our faith and sanity intact, all the while
hastening a true springtime for the Church.

St. John Eudes (1601-1680), a renowned French priest and founder of the Society of Jesus
and Mary, offers some sobering words regarding our first reflection point in his book, The
Priest: His Dignity and Obligations:

“The most evident mark of God’s anger and the most terrible castigation He can
inflict upon the world are manifested when He permits His people to fall into the
hands of clerics who are priests more in name than in deed, priests who practice
the cruelty of ravening wolves rather than the charity and affection of devoted
shepherds. Instead of nourishing those committed to their care, they rend and
devour them brutally. Instead of leading their people to God, they drag Christian
souls into hell in their train. Instead of being the salt of the earth and the light of
the world, they are its innocuous poison and its murky darkness. …

When God permits such things, it is a very positive proof that He is thoroughly
angry with His people, and is visiting His most dreadful anger upon them. That is
why He cries unceasingly to Christians, ‘Return, O ye revolting children…And I
will give you pastors according to My own Heart’ (Jer. 3:14-15). Thus,
irregularities in the lives of priests [and surely popes, as well] constitute a
scourge visited upon the people in consequence of sin.” (Chapter 11 – Qualities of
a Holy Priest)

The truth sometimes hurts, but Lent is the perfect time to face the reality of sin and its
devastating consequences. Now, this doesn’t mean that God positively wills the corruption
which bad priests, bishops, and popes have wrought in His Church (He “permits” it, as St.
John Eudes says); nor does it imply that the faithful are responsible for the individual sins
and crimes of the clergy. What it does mean is that our personal striving for sanctity — or
lack thereof — has a real effect, for better or worse, on the overall spiritual health of the
Mystical Body of Christ. The best thing the average Catholic can do for the Church, then, is
to take his own spiritual life seriously, strive for sanctity, and help others to do likewise,

https://remnantnewspaper.com/web/index.php/articles/item/4286-church-in-crisis-the-final-act-of-vatican-ii
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05596a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05596b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05596b.htm
http://www.liberius.net/livres/The_Priest:_his_dignity_and_obligations_000000375.pdf
http://www.liberius.net/livres/The_Priest:_his_dignity_and_obligations_000000375.pdf
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beginning in our own families (see here for further insights). In due time, this will produce
the good “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22) in our own hearts and lives, which in turn will
contribute to “the edifying of the body of Christ…in charity” (Eph. 4:12, 16).

Repentance and conversion are the indispensable means for obtaining priests, bishops, and
ultimately a Pope who will lead the Church in the narrow way of righteousness and truth:
“Return, O ye revolting children…And I will give you pastors according to My own Heart,
and they shall feed you with knowledge and doctrine” (Jer. 3:14-15). When enough Catholics
finally understand this and get on board, then shall we see come to pass these consoling
words of St. John Eudes:

“On the other hand, the greatest effect of God’s mercy, the most precious grace
He bestows upon mankind, is to send worthy priests, men after His own Heart,
seeking only His glory and the salvation of souls. The greatest blessing that God
bestows upon a church, the most signal manifestation of divine grace, is to have a
saintly shepherd, be he bishop or priest. This is indeed the grace of graces and
the most priceless of all gifts for it includes within itself every other blessing and
grace. What is a priest after God’s Heart? He is an inestimable treasure
containing an immensity of good things.” (Ibid.)

Sacred Heart of Jesus, may Thy Kingdom come! Immaculate Heart of Mary, may thy triumph
come!

UPDATE (3/16/2019): It’s now the third day since that nasty storm hit my hometown and
already much of the ice and snow have melted away and blue skies have returned (gotta
love Colorado weather!). This strikes me as another encouraging reminder that God can
transform even the bleakest of circumstances very quickly — just like He did with the
Resurrection of His Son, on “the third day” (1 Cor. 15:4).

https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2019/01/27/fatherhood-domestic-church/
https://catholicfamilynews.com/blog/2017/11/03/joy-peace-and-patience-important-fruits-of-the-holy-ghost/

