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“I call heaven and earth to witness this day, that I have set before thee life and death,
blessing and cursing. Choose therefore life, that both thou and thy seed may live…” – Deut.

30:19

The Two Marches

This past weekend in Washington, D.C., a sharp contrast was on display in the streets of the
nation’s capital: The 46th annual March for Life (Jan. 18, 2019) and the 3rd annual Women’s
March (Jan. 19, 2019). From the banners to the speakers to the participants and general
atmosphere, these events embody two radically different worldviews, as illustrated by the
following video:

Sharp Contrast

The vision and mission of the March for Life, held annually since 1974, are wonderfully
simple. Organizers envision a world in which “the beauty and dignity of every human life are
valued and protected,” with the practical goal being to “[e]nd abortion by uniting,
educating, and mobilizing pro-life people in the public square.” And beginning with its
founder, Nellie Gray (1924-2012), the March for Life has been a predominantly Catholic
movement grounded in the divinely revealed truths of the Gospel.

Conversely, the Women’s March – whose primary sponsors are the ACLU, Planned
Parenthood, and the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) – is based on a 71-page
“agenda” (political platform) containing striking similarities to the Communist Party USA’s
official program on issues ranging from “universal” (government-run) healthcare and
“reproductive rights” (a euphemism for abortion) to special protections for the “LGBT
community” and illegal immigrants. Judith LeBlanc, director of the Native Organizers
Alliance and a longtime leader within the Communist Party USA, was actually a featured
speaker at the inaugural Women’s March in 2017.

https://marchforlife.org/
https://march.womensmarch.com/
https://march.womensmarch.com/
https://marchforlife.org/about-us/
https://march.womensmarch.com/2019-partners
https://march.womensmarch.com/agenda
http://www.cpusa.org/party_info/party-program/
http://nativeorganizing.org/advisory-council/
https://keywiki.org/Judith_LeBlanc
http://nativeorganizing.org/judith-leblanc-speaking-at-the-womens-march/
http://nativeorganizing.org/judith-leblanc-speaking-at-the-womens-march/
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In addition to ideological overlap, there are even similarities between the color schemes and
propaganda styles of the Women’s March and the former Soviet Union:
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 The Women’s March Agenda 2019 (WMA), the product of “a group of 70 movement
leaders” whose efforts resulted in a “set of 24 essential federal policy priorities,” begins
with this declaration:

“Historically, protest movements are difficult to sustain. The raw energy of the
people dissipates over time without an ideological frame to continue building
power. In this moment of U.S. history, one that will likely be written books [sic]
as among the darkest, we have lost the judicial and executive branches of
government along with the Senate. Social movements are the only bulwark
against the rising tide of authoritarianism, misogyny, white nationalism, racism,
anti-Semitism, homophobia, transphobia, xenophobia, Islamophobia, ableism,
classism, and ageism.” (WMA, p. 2)

While the WMA caters to a long list of racial, religious, and other groups – “Black women,
Indigenous women, poor women, immigrant women, disabled women, Jewish women,
Muslim women, Sikh women, Latinx women, Asian and Pacific Islander women, lesbian, bi,
queer and trans women” (WMA, p. 60) – there is no mention of Christian women found
anywhere in the lengthy document.
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Women’s March Agenda Items

Examples of the “urgent policy priorities” promoted throughout the WMA include the
following:

The creation of a Socialist “single-payer healthcare system” (dubbed “Medicare for
All”) that “will provide all individuals residing in the United States and U.S. territories
with free healthcare,” all funded by “modest, progressive tax increases.” (pp. 7, 8)

Passage of an “Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)” to the U.S. Constitution which places
“gender identity” (i.e. transgenderism) on par with biological sex. (p. 11)

Access to “safe, legal, affordable, comprehensive reproductive healthcare, including
birth control and abortion,” while refusing to accept “federal, state or local rollbacks,
cuts or restrictions” of any kind. (p. 27)

Passage of the “EACH Woman Act” in order to “create and expand access to abortion
care by reversing the Hyde Amendment and related abortion funding restrictions
leading to more equitable access to abortion care.” (p. 31)

Absolute opposition to “the building of any border wall or fencing along the southern
border” of the U.S., as well as “access to free, high-quality legal representation” and
interpretation services for “all immigrants facing deportation” from the U.S. (pp. 51,
52), all premised on the belief that “migration is a human right and that no human
being is illegal.” (p. 50)

Passage of the “Equality Act” in order to “grant the LGBTQIA+ community
comprehensive and explicit federal protections in key areas of life such as
employment, housing, credit, education, public accommodations and all federal
programs” (p. 56) – in short, the creation of a quasi-racial minority based not on
genetics but on gender ideology and sexual preference.

A “call for an end to the criminalization of voluntary sex work by adults under federal
law,” based on the assertion that “sex work offers an important means of survival for
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some within the LGBTQIA+ community.” (p. 57)

Passage of further hate crimes legislation to counteract the alleged rise in “white
supremacist violence,” all premised on “a strong link between President Trump’s
rhetoric and hate violence post-election.” (p. 63)

Once again, it is clear that the March for Life and the Women’s March espouse radically
different worldviews, both of which are battling for the soul of America. Do we understand
the spiritual significance of this epic struggle?

The Two Ways

One of the oldest Christian documents outside the New Testament is called the Didache or
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (most likely written before A.D. 100). Its opening chapter
begins by explaining, “There are two ways, one of life and one of death; but a great
difference [exists] between the two ways,” and proceeds to describe the difference using
Scriptural quotes and paraphrases, drawing especially from Our Lord’s Sermon on the
Mount:

“The way of life, then, is this: First, you shall love God who made you; second,
your neighbor as yourself; and all things whatsoever you would should not occur
to you, do not also do to another. And of these sayings the teaching is this: Bless
those who curse you, and pray for your enemies, and fast for those who
persecute you. For what reward is there, if you love those who love you? Do not
also the Gentiles do the same? But love those who hate you, and you shall not
have an enemy. Abstain from fleshly and worldly lusts. If someone gives you a
blow upon your right cheek, turn to him the other also, and you shall be perfect.
If someone impresses you for one mile, go with him two. If someone takes away
your cloak, give him also your coat. If someone takes from you what is yours, ask
it not back, for indeed you are not able. Give to everyone that asks you, and ask it
not back; for the Father wills that to all should be given of our own blessings
(free gifts).” (Didache, ch. 1)

The next few chapters (2-4) give detailed instructions on how Christians must live a moral
life, reiterating the need to keep the Ten Commandments and providing the Church’s
earliest prohibition against abortion and infanticide (“you shall not murder a child by

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0714.htm
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abortion nor kill that which is begotten”). Notice that the March for Life upholds these same
Biblical principles and displays “charity, joy, peace, patience,” and other “fruit of the Spirit”
(Gal. 5:22-23).

In chapter 5, the Didache goes on to list a litany of evils synonymous with the way of death,
including several found among the Women’s March, such as “deceit, haughtiness, depravity,
self-will, greediness, filthy talking, jealousy, over-confidence, loftiness, boastfulness;
persecutors of the good, hating truth, loving a lie, not knowing a reward for righteousness,
not cleaving to good nor to righteous judgment, watching not for that which is good, but for
that which is evil…not knowing Him that made them, murderers of children, destroyers of
the handiwork of God…” These, of course, are reminiscent of “the works of the flesh” listed
by St. Paul, which prevent souls from obtaining salvation in “the kingdom of God” (cf. Gal.
5:17-21).

In short, the two marches in D.C. last weekend were clear manifestations of what the
Didache calls “the way of life” and “the way of death,” and there is no neutral ground
between them. For the “two ways” are themselves representative of two opposing camps:
one for God, the other for the devil, whom St. Ignatius of Loyola fittingly describes in his
Spiritual Exercises as the “mortal enemy of our human nature” (Meditation on the Two
Standards).

For the honor and glory of God, the salvation of souls, the good of the Church, and the sake
of our families, we must all take an active role in this great battle of our times. It is truly a
matter of life and death.

https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=rlswAQAAMAAJ&pg=GBS.PR3

